Farm and Garden
Program

The Goals
Making work on the land a weekly activity for all Grade 1-12
students. By scheduling it opposite other lessons that benefit from
small class sizes, we can provide students with more individual
attention

Learning about who was on the land before the settlers arrived
and where they are now. This can guide our environmental
education plans and our work on the Calls to Action from the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada.
Looking at the land and what is growing on it, through the farm
and garden program and through environmental education within
given curriculum. Here we will gain further insight into who has
lived on the land and what they have accomplished.
Learning about sustainability and how we garden in this climatic
zone where the growing season is short, alongside a hoop house
that extends the season. This leads to further studies in
environmental education around how growing our own food
reduces our carbon footprints and enriches our soil.

Goals Continued
Looking at how local food can be healthier, tying together aspects of the curriculum that deal with
economics and the many costs of imported food, and looking at questions of food security here and
elsewhere in the world. These topics further develop our health curriculum and play into themes in
our Social Justice and Inclusion work.
Looking into our own classrooms to see who is here now. Who is here now leads us to learn their
stories and experience their culture through gardening and cooking.
Developing the idea of a food forest at TWS. By having edible landscaping that includes different
types of food-bearing plants – trees, shrubs, perennials, and annuals – that are carefully selected
and arranged to create a cohesive, relatively self-sustaining system allows us to see how the plants
benefit each other and how they create a welcoming space for wildlife.
Inter-generational collaboration work with Hesperus. The residents at Hesperus are keen to begin
gardening again and have a site chosen. This could lead to very rich relationship building with a
somewhat diverse community.

Growing food in the garden to supply food banks and to further develop our community
service and outreach programmes.

Help Support the effort to
grow the program!
A garden is a grand teacher. It
teaches patience and careful
watchfulness; it teaches industry
and thrift; above all it teaches
entire trust. —
Gertrude Jekyll (2011) ‘Wood and
Garden: Notes and Thoughts,
Practical and Critical, of a Working
Amateur’ Cambridge University
Press

Your tax deductible donation will help support the growing program
providing a 12 month garden/outdoor classroom, expanding the
curriculum across the school. Your donation will :
- Help purchase and install a commercial grade 30 x 60 foot polycarbonate
greenhouse and outdoor classroom
- Help purchase the supplies for raised beds, which will be built by
students as part of the woodworking curriculum
- Help pay for hook up to municipal utilities
- Purchase of fruit bearing trees for the property and fence lines

