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THE HUMBLE HONEYBEE
By Lucas Sorbara

There are many tiny miracles in the natural world that illustrate the myriad of ways 
in which we are all intimately connected to the rest of life on this planet. The humble 
honeybee, Apis mellifera, is just such a miracle. Although Apis mellifera is actually 
an émigré from Europe, this member of the bee family has become a vital pollinator 
around the world. The nectar and the pollen which the bee gathers are its primary 
concerns, both are vital food to feed the colony. However, a much more important 
outcome results from this creature’s tireless activity. As a bee goes from flower to 
flower its quest for pollen and nectar result in the fertilization of the flower. This is 
essential for the plant to produce the fruit or seed that we humans consume. But it 
is not just our food needs that are met. Without pollinators like bees, most terrestrial 
plants, especially those that have become an important part of human diets, cannot 
reproduce. And without plants animal life cannot survive; while humans have become 
pretty good at feeding themselves with what seems like the products of glistening 
machines, in reality everything that we consume traces its origin back to the plant 
world. While we enjoy the honey which bees produce from the plant nectar they 
collect, in truth our entire diet and the perpetuation of the living world depend on the 
bee’s relentless work. Bees are essential participants in the process by which Nature 
perpetuates the cycle of life

It is for this reason that the dramatic decline of bee populations around the world 
has drawn so much concern not just from farmers and beekeepers who directly 
depend on bees for their livelihoods, but also from environmentalists and policy 
makers around the world. The unprecedented worldwide death of bee colonies 
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appears as an ominous warning about our effect on the natural world and the uncertain 
future of our species if we fail to take seriously our responsibility to care for these 
creatures and the environment which supports them.

As a way to help address this pressing concern and to deepen our understanding of 
the powerful ways in which our humanity is tied to these tiny miracles, AWSNA (the 
Association of Waldorf of North America) has issued a directive to Waldorf schools 
worldwide to study and work with bees. As part of this new mission, The Toronto Waldorf 
School has acquired two colonies of honeybees. The colonies, each of which contain tens 
of thousands of locally bred honeybees, are housed in two hives located at the southwest 
corner of the shed beside the woodwork room.  

The colonies are housed in a unique new hive structure called a Flow Hive. Flow 
Hives are a recent invention by an Australian father-and-son team that allow amateur 
beekeepers to extract honey from the hive without disturbing the bees. Traditional 
hives require the removal of the honey-containing frames from the hive and the often 
tedious and messy removal of the sticky honey from the honeycomb. In contrast, our 
Flow Hives will allow students, with the assistance of a faculty member, to extract the 
honey directly from the back of the hive, watching it flow out of the hive into a waiting 
vessel. Without removing the frames or the honeycomb or disrupting the hive at all, 
the honeycomb that the bees have filled with honey can be split open and the honey 
drained from the hive directly into a jar. After the honey has been removed, the comb 
can be filled back up with honey.

Windows into the hive on each side and at the back also allow students to observe 
the bees’ activity and the progress of the hive’s honey-making activity. Each Flow hive 
contains seven honey-collecting frames in addition to the frames set aside for the bees’ 
to live in, store food for themselves and raise their young. Grades Two through Eight 
will each be able to harvest the honey from one of the frames in the hive and will have 
ongoing opportunities to observe the bee colonies and learn about the life, activity and 
vital role that bees play in our world. 

The bee colonies that have now been established at the school come from Humble 
Bee a local beekeeping and bee breeding organization in Hamilton. Humble Bee have 
put considerable effort into raising local bee stock and preserving the genetic traits of 
local bee populations that make them hardy, healthy and more docile than bees that are 
imported often from the United States or South America. The result of this is that with 
appropriate precautions and an understanding of the bees’ behavior, faculty and students 
will be able to interact closely with these colonies with little risk of being stung. 

The bees have been situated in an area that is fenced off to protect them from 
accidental disturbance, and their location away from major pedestrian traffic has been 
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very carefully chosen to support the health of the hive and the safety of students. If you 
would like to visit the colonies you are welcome to stop by and have a look. To avoid 
any disturbance of the colony and to avoid attracting unwanted stings, we ask that you 
observe the following recommendations.

• NEVER STAND DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF THE HIVE  
This is the bee’s flight path and it will interfere with the bees entering and 
exiting the hive. This also goes for blocking the front of the enclosure in anyway. 
You can get quite close to the hives, even peering over or through the fence, 
but do it off to the side of the hive.

  
• NEVER ENTER THE COLONIES’ ENCLOSURE WITHOUT THE 

ACCOMPANIMENT OF ONE OF THE FACULTY BEEKEEPING GROUP  
If you would like a tour of the hives please contact Lucas Sorbara to arrange a 
more intimate visit.

• NEVER ATTEMPT TO DISTURB THE HIVE 
There are tens of thousands of bees in each hive, and while a bee that stings 
you will die as a result, each bee will gladly give up her life for the welfare of 
the hive. Therefore, for your own safety do not throw things at the hives or 
attempt to disturb them in anyway.

• TRY TO AVOID VISITING WITH THE HIVES ON DAYS WHEN IT IS RAINING 
or heavily overcast and likely to rain. Bees are very sensitive to climatic 
conditions and the threat of rain makes them slightly more agitated. 

As a school we feel very privileged to be able to work with these creatures in this way 
and are extremely excited to share the miracle and wonder of beekeeping with you and 
our students. 

For more information on AWSNA, bees and the Waldorf 100 initiative, please check out 
https://www.waldorf-100.org/en/

https://www.waldorf-100.org/en/
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TWS Summer Camp 2019 was marked by growth and success for 
both our camp and our campers. The summer was a year of firsts; 
our new Intermediate programming, our Wood and Wilderness 
Overnight camp, Pottery for all ages, and rich new themes such 
as Comicbook Creations, Fencing and Archery, Theatre Camp, and 
Great Game, as well as many others.

We are proud to offer experiences and skills to our campers 
which they will carry on throughout the year and grow their 
confidence while trying new things. The primary group explored 
enchanted forests, pumped water from the well, climbed to new 
heights, and did so in celebration of summer and togetherness.

The Junior campers were challenged to use what lay around 
them and make something from nothing using their two hands 
and ingenuity; such as gardening, our recycled artwork week 
Trashure, making characters come to life Puppet Play, and the 
shaping of clay into creations.

Meanwhile, our oldest campers were encouraged to use their 
skills and strive for their best. They did so playing capture the flag, 
sleeping outdoors away from home, using fire to cook their food, 
using tools to carve wooden masterpieces, and collaborating to 
conquer big projects.

While summer camp seeks to be a breath of fresh air after a 
long year of studying, we are proud that in the summer months 
camp families also find our camp a space that will engage their 
campers mind by providing them with the freedom to play and 
create. Our camp is also a place where their individuality is 
appreciated and encouraged.

None of this would be possible without the striving and hard 
work of the 2019 camp team. Our leaders, assistants, year round 
staff, and volunteers who each work to bring their passion for 
teaching and, add something special to our programming every 
new summer- leaving  camp better than when they found it.

We hope you can join us for all the amazing things that lie 
ahead for summer 2020.

Cameron Dickey
TWS Summer Camp Director

TWS SUMMER CAMP 2019
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ALUMINI/AE SPOTLIGHT:

Morgan Blackbyrne,  
TWS Class of 1983

When did you graduate from TWS (Grade 8 or Grade 12)?

I graduated grade 12, class of 1983 (formerly known as Alex 
Morgan)

I am a professional actor, filmmaker, and certified personal 
trainer. Recently, I completed my third indie feature film entitled, 
Reliving Marilyn, which has won three awards in worldwide film 
festivals. In early September this year, Reliving Marilyn will screen at 
the Sunrise Film Festival, in beautiful Nova Scotia.

I love acting in and making films that touch people deeply. To 
teach as well as entertain with my work is of prime interest for me 
as a human being and as an artist.

Can you please share a special memory of your time here?

All the high school years’ Theatre courses. It’s where I discovered 
that I’m at my best and happiest when I’m acting and working 
within the screen and live entertainment fields.  In particular, there 
was a showcase in ‘83 when I played King Henry II in a scene from 
the play,  “Becket”.  That same year saw our class perform, “The 
Lady’s Not for Burning”, by Christopher Fry.  Both experiences were 
a blast!

How did TWS prepare you for life after you left the school?

I think by being a holistic educational philosophy, rather than 
a system. The Steiner/Waldorf philosophy, while too large to 
summarize herein, prepared me for life not so much by “giving” 
me tools for life, but encouraging that within me to come out and 
shine, as well as the openness and ability to explore inwardly and 
outwardly in life.

I have found this particularly great for me as an artist, yet 
also feel it serves the more scientific/logical minded as well.  
TWS prepares much more well-rounded individuals - something 
desperately needed in our troubled world.

What advice would you give to a student graduating from TWS 
this coming school year?

Always be true to yourself and if you’re ever in doubt “return to the 
well”. In person if need be or by other means, review what you’ve 
learned for yourself from your time at TWS and you will at very least 
shed better light on your current situation.  And, be glad you ran 
the course! You graduated from TWS and are thus best prepared for 
wherever life takes you. While no one thing or person can prepare all 
people perfectly, TWS’s record is extraordinary.
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COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT

OCTOBER 1

Coffee/Tea with the Administration

8:45 am, Lobby

OCTOBER 5

Film Screening: Angst: Raising 

Awareness Around Anxiety

7:30 pm, 

Music Room

A new documentary that explores anxiety, 

its causes and effects, and what we can 

do about it. Features World Champion 

Swimmer Michael Phelps!

OCTOBER 16

Talk and Tour: School Tour  

for Existing Childcare Families

7:30 pm,

Grade 1 Classroom 

RSVP to admissions@

torontowaldorfschool.com

OCTOBER 21

High School Information Evening

7:30 pm, 

Forum

OCTOBER 22

Parent Council Meeting

6:30 pm, 

Community Room

SEPTEMBER 15 

Welcome Back and Parent Orientation

10:00 am–3:00 pm,

Music Room

SEPTEMBER 17

Parent Council Meeting

8:30 am, 

Community Room

mailto:admissions%40torontowaldorfschool.com%20?subject=School%20Tour%20for%20Existing%20Childcare%20Families
mailto:admissions%40torontowaldorfschool.com%20?subject=School%20Tour%20for%20Existing%20Childcare%20Families
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hesperus Village is a sister organization of TWS.  Our original 
building was built by the TWS community and was envisioned 
as a home for Waldorf teachers and community members.  Over 
time we have grown and while the core of our residents are 
retired teachers and former TWS parents, we have a very diverse 
population of elders living here. We are a charity, and our 
mission is to provide beautiful, affordable elder living, inspired 
by anthroposophy, where both individual and community 
flourish.  We do this by co-creating with our residents a caring, 
social, spiritual and cultural life which fights loneliness and fosters 
relationships and neighbourly care.

The 30th anniversary of the Scotiabank Toronto Waterfront 
Marathon, Half-Marathon and 5K is on October 20th this year 
and Hesperus has been approved to participate in the Scotiabank 
Charity Challenge. We are looking for runners and walkers to join 
us in raising funds for the cultural life of Hesperus Village. If you 
would like to join us please contact Kate Davey at  
donations@hesperus.ca or donate directly 

Village Market Please visit the Village Market at Waldorf located 
in the lower gym of the school every Saturday, year-round from 8 
am - 1pm for your organic veggies, fruits, eggs, cheeses, breads, 
treats and body care. This month we have special Fine and 
Applied Arts Vendors; Ferox Feltings, Native Crafts by Earth Haven 
Farm and Camphill Community Ontario on Saturday, September 
14 and on Saturday, September 21 ethereal, joyful pop musician, 
Emaline Delapaix joins us from Germany.

Arscura Find Your Artist ~ Change the World What will it be 
this year? A journey from 2019 towards the threshold of 2020. 
A seven-week art immersion for the beginner as much as the 
experienced art lovers! Registration and Information: regine@
arscura.com 905-763-1003. Download full details: www.arscura.
com/images-2019/2019-course-2.pdf

Colour Spaces – Colour Dimensions Regine Kurek & Reg Down 
will explore colour space & colour dimensions via eurythmy, 
painting & gesture. Friday, Oct. 4th, 7–9pm, Sat. Oct. 5th 10am-
3:30pm at 901 Rutherford Road, Vaughan Cost: $150 includes 
HST & art materials, bring eurythmy shoes if you have them. 
Registration & Info: regine@arscura.com 905-763-100

http://www.hesperus.ca
mailto:donations%40hesperus.ca?subject=Scotiabank%20Charity%20Challenge
https://www.villagemarket.ca
http://www.arscura.com
mailto:%20regine%40arscura.com?subject=Find%20Your%20Artist%20-%20Change%20the%20World
mailto:%20regine%40arscura.com?subject=Find%20Your%20Artist%20-%20Change%20the%20World
 www.arscura.com/images-2019/2019-course-2.pdf 
 www.arscura.com/images-2019/2019-course-2.pdf 
mailto:%20regine%40arscura.com?subject=Colour%20Spaces%20-%20Colour%20Dimensions
https://www.villagemarket.ca
http://rsct.ca
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9100 Bathurst St, Thornhill, ON L4J 8C7   
(905) 881-1611

www.torontowaldorfschool.com  

Follow us:

https://www.facebook.com/TorontoWaldorfSchool/
https://twitter.com/TorontoWaldorf
https://www.instagram.com/torontowaldorfschool/
www.torontowaldorfschool.com  

